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When I was in high school I was assigned an interpreter who would work with me in all of my mainstream classes. Because I attended a public high school that had a resource room for deaf students, I did not need an interpreter for those classes because the teachers in the resource room could sign. If I had problems seeing the board or did not understand what the teacher was saying I was allowed to sit in the front row with my interpreter so that I could see better. Other than that there were no other accommodations made for me and I did not use any special equipment for the blind when I was in high school.
[image: image1.jpg]


At the age of 13, I was told that I had Usher Syndrome. My doctor told me, and the words he used to explain the condition to me were not very clear. I was a little scared when I learned what he said. Because I was the only deafblind student in my entire school, this news was very shocking for me. After I was told about Usher Syndrome, nothing really changed in my school life, so I was able to push the information to the back of my mind. I continued on through high school and, during the summer, I attended a few training programs that focused on transition services and planning. During two summers in my sophomore and junior years in high school, I attended a transition week at the local rehabilitation center for the blind. I learned a lot about how a blind person uses a cane to get around, or how to cook when you can not see. The best thing I learned while I was there was that there were other students just like me with Usher Syndrome. These students helped me to see how I could cope with my vision loss and how I could still do well in life. Because there were no other deafblind students in my high school, meeting other students with Usher Syndrome was a very important program for me to attend. On occasion I would attend the Metro Washington Association of the DeafBlind (MWADB) support group/social meetings where I could interact with adults, but there were no teenagers there who were my age. Recently I visited the Helen Keller National Center (HKNC) to see their program and to attend a meeting. I learned a lot from my visit to HKNC. There were many deafblind people there who were participating in the training program to learn how to live independently. This visit to HKNC made me wonder what types of skills I would like to learn if I ever attended as a student. Improving my orientation and mobility skills, receiving information about how to be safe in the community by myself, and how I could live independently and take care of my own home would definitely be areas where I would begin [image: image2.jpg]


to focus my training. Right now I live with my parents, but I would like to find an apartment near a bus stop so that I can get out to find a full time job and to get around my community.  
Walking around the community is a lot of fun. It is especially fun to go around and “window shop” for different things that I see. Right now, because I live in a very remote place that does not have a lot of sidewalks or public transportation; it is hard for me to get out into the community. However, whenever I have the chance, I really like to get out and walk around my local community to see people and to stop and stop in the stores to look around. 

  
There are no people that I hang out with in my hometown. Most of my friends live far away or in areas where I cannot get to without a car. I am often on-line or in chat rooms or doing IM with my friends, and that is how I stay connected with them. Technology has really helped to improve my life and to help me keep me in touch with other people. When I am on-line and not chatting with my friends, I like to surf the Internet for information and other resources that interest me. I really wish that when I was in high school that I would have had someone available to help me label my appliances in Braille. If I had the opportunity, I would have changed my major in college to Social Services. 
At home, I have a SilentCall wireless paging system. This system is connected to my video phone, doorbell, and fire alarm. I get a vibration and indicator light when one of the sensors is activated. My fire alarm also has a bright strobe light. To stay in touch with my friends, I also have a Sorenson video phone. The video phone is very clear and I can see well enough to sign with my friends or call a hearing person through the video relay. I like all technology. I am a gadget-guru (aka Techno-nerd). 
James and Mary Belisle, Parents


We learned that Ben had a hearing problem when he was just a two weeks old. After months and months of erroneous testing at the University of Virginia, we finally took Ben to Gallaudet where we learned that he was profoundly deaf. He was 1½ years old at that time. It wasn’t until elementary school that we learned he also had a vision problem. We were upset when we were told about the problems with his eyes, but knew we had the tools to deal with it. The most upsetting thing for us was the manner in which the “professional” at the University of Virginia discounted parental observation, most especially the accounts that only a mother experienced with deaf and hard of hearing people would know. 

When it was time to decide what education path to take with Ben, we chose the least restrictive educational environment. It took 3 years to fight our county to get this service for Ben. In order to receive the proper services, they had to transport him across two counties. We wanted our son to be at home with us and did not want him placed in at a state institution. After many successful years in the public school, Ben went on to college at the National Technical Institute for the Deaf. He graduated a few years back with an associate’s degree.


We were not overly-satisfied with the quality of education he received in the public school system. We believe that his early education should have concentrated a lot more on his English language skills. Ben has what is viewed as the typical English language delays that many deaf kids have despite the best education offered when he was in grade school. Other aspects of his early education that we appreciated were the many opportunities he was given to make friends. He was a part of the community in school, and he had several friends with whom he was able to communicate freely. We believe that Ben can live independently; however, he requires a location where public transportation is available since he is unable to drive. He is able to cook, clean, and perform all functions required for independent living; he just needs a community that is accessible for him. Ultimately, our hopes for Ben’s future are that he will be able to obtain a good stable job, find a nice girl, and provide us with lots of grandchildren.  Even though he is deafblind we know that he is very capable of succeeding.  With the right support services, Ben can have a fulfilling life.
Benjamin Belisle at the age of 16.





Benjamin Belisle high school graduation photo








PAGE  
3

