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Most people take for granted pouring themselves a glass of milk, or just getting up and walking across a room. They both take very little thought or effort. However, for me this is not the case; pouring a glass of milk is difficult because I have no depth perception and I have to mentally concentrate just to walk across a room, hanging onto things as I go. Just going to the mall with friends involves taking apart my motorized scooter, loading it in the trunk, unloading it at the mall, putting it together and repeating all this again when it’s time to go home. Everything I do can become a major chore and takes extra time, including something as basic as having a normal conversation.

I was diagnosed with optic neuropathy at the age of five, auditory neuropathy at age 12, and neuropathy of the peripheral nervous system at age 15. This progressive degeneration of the nerves has left me deaf and legally blind, with no balance, no reflexes, and severe mobility issues. These disabilities may seem daunting; and yes, they are very frustrating most of the time – academically, socially, wherever I go, whatever I do, they impact everything. Some of the doctors I have seen over the years have told me that I am “unique” because that is the only answer they can give me. My disabilities are not what make me unique; what does is my determination. 
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My determination to be successful far outweighs my disabilities and I will continue to strive upon entering college. I am determined to achieve academically despite the difficulties I face. There have been many people involved in getting me to the academic and personal level I am at now, most of all my parents, who have given me love, support, encouragement, goals, and a sense of importance. My high school teachers and support staff were all very accommodating and have given me one-on-one time to enhance my skills. They recognized my efforts, realized my potential, and gave their time and expertise to make sure that I am received a full education. 


I am a voracious reader and am constantly reading one book or another. I used a closed-circuit television (CCTV) to read, and tactile sign language or a large dry erase board (print only) for communication. In addition, I used a laptop connected to the CCTV at school to receive class notes and for social communication from teachers and fellow students. I am no longer able to write so everything had to be dictated (I am still able to speak) or typed whenever possible. In high school, I had two close friends that learned how to fingerspell and that was how I got all of the high school gossip. Getting through a day at school usually left me quite exhausted as it took me twice as long to accomplish my work. There were times when I got home and would just fall asleep, but I would get up the next day and start again because I am strong-minded when it comes to obtaining my goals. 

As one can imagine, every aspect of my life has been and always will be influenced by my disabilities; these are just a few examples. The choice I have made is not to allow my disabilities to deter me from my goals, and this is why I feel I will succeed when I enter college. I am in all other respects just like any other high school graduate; I have the same feelings, hopes, fears, and dreams for the future. My goal is to get a college education so that I can become an independent, productive, and successful member of society. I may have a different path to travel, one with obstacles and detours, and it may take me a lot longer but I know that I will eventually arrive at my destination.    
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Chad Fullerton at his high school graduation. He graduated second in his class.
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