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When I was in high school, I had interpreters who assisted me in my classes. I attended a public school with hearing students, but there was a resource room for the deaf and hard of hearing students where I received support services. Whenever I would leave the resource room to go to one of my mainstream classes I was given an interpreter. When it was time for me to receive support from the deaf resource room I would not need an interpreter because my instructors could sign with me directly. 

My deafblindness is the result of a disease that also affects the nerves in my hands, feet, and legs. I was diagnosed with the disorder when I was thirteen years old. The doctor informed both my mother and father about my condition. When I was in high school I never met any other students who were deafblind, but there was one student in particular that I had heard about who had Usher Syndrome. That was my only knowledge about another deafblind student who was about my own age. This student attended my high school, but not at the same time that I did. Even though he had Usher Syndrome, he did not call himself deafblind. He saw himself as just a deaf person with vision problems.
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 I attended a number of different schools throughout my education, and as a result of all that bouncing around, I did not graduate from high school until I was 20 years old. My educational journey took me from New Jersey to Massachusetts and back to New Jersey. Support group meetings I attended in high school helped me to understand the Deaf community and what I should expect from my educational experience. After I graduated from high school, I went on to college to major in Fine Arts.  I was the only student with a disability in the entire college. 
When I finished college, I realized that there were still some things that I needed to learn and that is when I decided to go to the Helen Keller National Center (HKNC) to learn how to be independent enough to live on my own. As soon as I arrived at HKNC, I fell in love with all the things I saw that could help to make my future successful. There was tactile sign language, vocational training and the independent living skills department where I learned how to cook and clean, and so much more. This was really first time in my life that I understood what it meant to be deafblind. I heard the term before, but could not see how it related to me. After meeting the other students at HKNC and then learning different deafblind techniques to be independent, I really understood. It took about one month for me to adjust to the HKNC program and to begin to see myself as a deafblind person. Now I can see just how I fit into this unique world of deafblindness. 
At HKNC I learned how to live on my own. Currently, I have condo where I’ve set up my own design business. I am very comfortable in my private space and am able to cook and clean for myself. I’ve even set up an area in my apartment so that I can do my required floor exercises to help strengthen my muscles. The only thing I would change about my condo is where it is located. It is so hard for me to get out into the community to walk around because my condo is not in an accessible location. I do not like walking in the street to catch the bus, and the paratransit van takes too long and requires me to call ahead several days in advance for a pick up. When I get into a more accessible part of town, I am able to travel by myself or with friends. Most of my friends do not live close to me, but I hope to move closer to the city so that I can get around by myself more easily. When I am at home and not creating new designs for my business, I like to surf the web and visit sports pages or other information sites like CNN. 
 
With all my new skills that I learned at HKNC, I am now ready to settle down and start a family. It would be great if I could find a wife who was an artist like me and we could design things together. The adaptive technology that I use right now for my design business includes a Macintosh computer, CCTV, a screen reader and ZoomText software. If I could change any aspect of my life, I would return to school to acquire additional skills so that I could earn more money designing graphics and images for major corporations. I would also have started using adaptive technology a lot sooner. My exposure to ZoomText and other assistive technology did not occur until my junior year of college. Overall, my transition from high school to adult life was not very good because I was not given enough information about my options. Now that I am older I better understand what it is that I need to do for myself.  But if I had this information a long time ago I think my career and design business would be further along by now. 
Christian Markovic is an accomplished graphic artist, who has his own design company.
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