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	New Product…
A Closer Look Series:
English Composition

Would you like a copy?

	The TN SOTAC is part of a federal grant (PEPNet/PEC) that provides outreach and technical assistance regarding services, accommodations, and education to people who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing. Your SOTAC is a free resource providing technical assistance and training. 
Visit our web site: <www.PEPNet.org>
Have you visited the website?

http://sunsite.utk.edu/cod/pec/tn-sotac.html
Please make the SOTAC aware of any upcoming professional events or activities that you may be interested in attending.  The support request form is online available for your accessibility.  Also, the consultation form is on the site if your institution or agency would like make any specific training requests.

*Please respond to this E-Newsletter and make a request for any products or resource materials you may need for your office!!!*
Capacity Building & Collaborative Efforts
Collaborative efforts have been made at the TN-SOTAC:

· Hosted a Postsecondary Interpreting Workshop for Interpreters

· Attended a Transition Conference at another PEC state SOTAC site in order to implement a replication in our state

· Met with Frist/Lamar Staffers

· Presented at Parent Meetings across State

· Provided technical assistance & outreach to agencies, postsecondary institutions, students and parents
· Disseminated products and materials by mail & exhibit booths
· Hosted 5 sites across state for teleconferences
· Sponsored Typewell Transciption Training

· Hosted “Falling Between the Cracks – East TN Part I”

· Sponsored Role Modeling Activities for Students 

Capacity Building efforts still underway are:
· Closed Captioning Resources for Classroom Use
· Collaborative effort with Tennessee Council for the Deaf & H/H to provide further training for VR Counselors working with Consumers who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing

· Transition Expo

· Census of Secondary and Postsecondary Needs

· Training for Educational Interpreters
Did you know???
The Captioned Media Program (CMP) site in Tennessee is located at the Tennessee School for the Deaf.  There are videos available for your use as well at the CMP Library <www.cmp.org> 

The CMP is a free-loan open-captioned media program sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education.  Thousands of educational, special-interest, and classic movie media materials are available for your use. 
      VR Agreement
At the TN-AHEAD Conference, held April 1-2, 2004 in Nashville Carl Brown, VR Commissioner, stated agreements with institutions of higher education will be changing.  Due to state funding, these agreements previously made are in the process of ending.   Currently, students who are consumers of VR and enrolled at postsecondary institutions are receiving services as they have in the past.  
TN-AHEAD is working with VR to negotiate the terms of the Interagency Agreement in our state.  For about a year now, the committee has been working diligently to finalize services that will be agreed upon.  One service that remains a big issue is the cost of interpreting.  As we await word on the closing discussions, the SOTAC will share new updates as they are reached. 
34th Annual SERID Conference
October 28-31, 2004

Nashville, TN

The South East Regional Institute on Deafness Conference is focused on Training, Education and Professional Development for those who provide employment assistance to those who are Deaf, Hard-of-Hearing and DeafBlind.  Breaking the Sound Barrier is the theme for the 2004 conference.  Visit the website at <www.serid.org> for more information.
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	2004 Statewide Workshop

for Teachers, Parents, and Other Professionals Serving Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children

On Saturday, November 13, 2004, the Statewide Workshop for Teachers, Parents and Other Professionals Serving Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children will be held at the Tennessee School for the Blind in Nashville, Tennessee.  

Information about this one day workshop may be obtained by contacting Alan Mealka by phone 865.579.2440 or email amealka@tsd.k12.tn.us  
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 Behind the scenes….                                    
The SOTAC has been working with Marci Smith on a contractual basis.  As some of you may have had contact with her in the last several months, I wanted to make you all aware of her contributions and added value.

She worked as an Interpreter in Georgia before joining the University of Tennessee’s Office of Disability Services as a staff interpreter.  She left this position last year in order be with her newborn son.  She still works as a freelance interpreter at UT and in the community.  

While working with the SOTAC, Marci has brought much expertise in the areas of capacity building, skill development for interpreters, informational gathering and computing.  We have enjoyed working with her and look forward to further projects that arise as she provides outreach and technical assistance to service-providers in our region. 




The University of Tennessee is an EEO/AA/Title VI/Title IX/Section 504/ADA/ADEA institution in the provision of its education and employment programs and services. PA#RO1-1881-035-002-03.[image: image2.png]
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