PEC NEWSLINKS

SUMMER 2003

The Postsecondary Education Consortium serves the Southeast region of the United States, and  is a consortium of state outreach and technical assistance centers which are housed at postsecondary programs serving students who are deaf or hard of hearing. The mission of the PEC is to enhance learning environments that empower these individuals. PEC promotes quality programs and services through innovative practices and outreach. Contact us at:

Postsecondary Education Consortium
A507 Claxton Complex

Knoxville, TN 

37996-3454

865•974•0607 (v/t)

865•974•3522 (fax)

email: pec@utk.edu
Mark Your Calendars! PEPNet Conference 2004

Planning for Success: Initiatives for Positive Outcomes
April 21-24, 2004

Sheraton Station Square 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

The Postsecondary Education Programs Network (PEPNet) will hold its biennial conference April 21-24, 2004, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The conference, “Planning for Success: Initiatives for Positive Outcomes,” is sponsored by the four Regional Centers on Postsecondary Education for Individuals who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing, which are funded by U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education & Rehabilitative Services. This conference will provide opportunities for further professional development as well as for networking with peers who provide similar services. In addition to the full conference, several pre-conference half-day workshops will be scheduled. These workshops will provide a limited number of participants the opportunity for more intense training on specific topics. Poster sessions will also be included to showcase best practices and program models. Registration materials and information will be posted on the PEPNet website for download at <http://www.pepnet.org>; click on PEPNet 

Conference. 

This conference will bring together a variety of professionals including administrators, counselors, interpreters, tutors, and faculty members from disability services, student development, developmental studies and college-level courses, as well as interested secondary-level faculty and staff, adult service providers from rehabilitation agencies and centers for independent living, and many others. Topics may include such areas as best practices of providing services, the use of networking, shifting roles of professional staff, the use of technology, changing demographics and multicultural issues, legislative changes and impacts, creative funding approaches, support services, transition, career planning and job placement issues, and other topics of professional interest.

We have not yet finalized the budget for the conference, but expect to have that completed soon. It is estimated that general registration fees will be $175-200. Each pre-conference (half-day) workshop will be $50. Hotel rooms are $117/night (single or double). Conference registration will be available online in the fall. Watch the PEPNet website for future updates and information as it becomes available. 

Exhibitors: share information and resources at a major national conference! Do not miss this opportunity to reach people from across the nation with interests in serving students who are deaf and hard of hearing in postsecondary education by taking advantage of conference exhibit space, literature distribution, or an ad in the program book. Read our new Exhibitor Information Pamphlet at  <http://www.pepnet.org>: click on PEPNet Conference.

For further information, contact:
Conference Chair: 

Marcia Kolvitz, Ph.D.

Postsecondary Education Consortium

Center on Deafness

The University of Tennessee

A 507 Claxton Complex

Knoxville, TN 37996-3454

865-974-0607 v/tty

865-974-3522 fax

pec@utk.edu

Frequent updates will be made on our website at <www.pepnet.org>. Watch for additional information regarding final program agendas, registration materials and more. 

Welcome Aboard New PEC SOTAC Staff Across the Region!

The Postsecondary Education Consortium holds a proud tradition of providing expertise and outreach for those who serve individuals who are deaf and hard of hearing. We are honored to announce the recent addition to our ranks of a number of highly qualified specialists who are eager to provide assistance to professionals and service providers in their states.

Beth Case is the new Outreach Specialist serving the state of Texas. She may be contacted at  281-618-5471 (v) or <beth.case@nhmccd.edu> .

Joyce Perkins is now assisting Lucy Howlett in serving the state of Virginia. She may be reached at nrperkj@nr.edu, or 540-674-3619.

Bonnie Martin has joined the PEC staff at Georgia Perimeter College as the coordinator of the Georgia SOTAC. She will be working with Katherine Bruni to support programs there. Contact the Georgia SOTAC at 404-299-4038 or KJBRUNI@aol.com.

Tina Ogle-Carlton has joined us as the new State Outreach and Technical Assistance Coordinator for the state of Tennessee. She can be reached at <toglecar@utk.edu> or 865-974-7996.

Sharon Bellwood, Janna Clements and Jim Gorske will be collaborating to serve the state of South Carolina. Sharon will be heading up this project, and may be reached at 864-250-8408 (v) or bellwseb@gvltec.edu.
Helping to “Shape the Markets” of Tomorrow

by Donnell H. Ashmore, PEC Director

​
I continue to be impressed by the quality and capacity of products being created by PEC Statewide Outreach and Technical Assistance Centers (SOTAC).  Of special interest are those products that incorporate emerging technology, both in product development, utilization, and dissemination efforts.


“Market shaping” is an important concept for PEC.  It is, in part, a process of getting to know and understand our customers, their focus and needs.  We want to know where they are going and direct our resources in the direction that helps them to arrive there.  Only then are we prepared to invest in the right technology, products, and services at the right time.


It was through market shaping that the PEC’s model for outreach and technical assistance was designed and developed.  The passage of the Individual with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA triggered a major shift in where the future generations of students with hearing losses were to be educated in K-12 programs.  In many states the 80-20 ratio of students enrolled in residential versus mainstreamed programs was reversed in 20 short years.  


The developers of PEC wisely predicted that a higher percentage of students with hearing losses would be more likely to attend community-based postsecondary education institutions as well.  Equipped with this foresight, PEC was designed to help prepare both the students and postsecondary institutions for one another.


PEC’s ultimate customers— students with a hearing loss— and postsecondary institutions have not changed.  However, the needs of both are undergoing significant changes.  These changes will impact how we do business in the future.  


For example, in 10-15 years from now, access and accommodation services for students with hearing losses may change significantly due to the widespread practice of implanting cochlear implants (CI) on infants and children.  The impact of CI on literacy skills is mixed at best.  For example, Spencer, Tombin, and Gantz (1997), reported reading achievement for 40 children ranging in age from 6.75 years to 17.4 years with experience with the implant varying between 2 to 9 years.  They noted that 23% were reading at or above grade level; 18% within 8 months; 15% with 12 to 18 months; 12% within 18 to 30 months, and 32% were 30 months or more below their grade level.  The results of this and similar studies provide some hope for greater success in reading achievement. 


Postsecondary education institutions are changing as well.  Changes are being made to improve student retention and graduation rates.  The “open door” policy that used to give deaf students an enrollment opportunity they might not otherwise have, are being rapidly closed down.  Today enrollment policies of most institutions of higher education require applicants to possess a proficiency-based diploma.  As you can infer, market shaping isn’t about telling our customers what they should do or what products or services they should buy.  Rather, by understanding the evolution that students and institutions alike are undergoing, and how these changes may change and impact their respective their priorities and needs, you can get conceptually ahead of your customers and pave the streets that would allow them to reach that future state.


The process of market shaping isn’t easy.  Sometimes we have to think about who our ultimate customer really is.  This is especially true during the difficult economic times we’ve been facing since 9/11.  Our society is calling for sacrifices to retain a respectable economy, education and health care for all, as well as homeland security in the face of terrorists seeking to attack our country.  There will be increasing pressures to hire less and automate more.  


Finally, as representatives of the disability office of our base institution, PEC SOTACs will want to be mindful of new directions being pursued by their own postsecondary institution.  There has been a widespread trend to offer courses and even degrees online.  However, I’ve rarely heard of “disability office representatives” being a part of the development and widespread of distance education efforts.  Thus, when a student with a hearing loss choose to take courses through the distance education medium, accommodations and accessibility services may be severely lacking or considerably expensive.  In turn, the cost of doing business is accelerated when we do not anticipate and prepare for the future.    


Indeed, if PEC can envision future markets accuracy, couple that with our core competency of customer knowledge, then we can help shape our markets and further expand postsecondary opportunities for students who are deaf and hard of hearing.


Alabama Hosts Technology Symposium

Earlier this year, Disability Support Services of Jacksonville State University (JSU) in conjunction with Deaf Services of Alabama Department of Vocational Rehabilitation (ADRS) hosted the first annual Technology Symposium – Hard of Hearing Expo. The 3 day conference was attended by 90 participants including VR counselors and technicians, teachers of the Deaf, support service providers, and many more.

The field of deafness has seen many changes in the past decade.  Public awareness has increased with an increase in media attention from ER’s Dr. Benton’s deaf son to Survivor’s cast which recently included a deaf member.  What the media, and sometimes support service providers, forget about are the hard of hearing individuals who don’t use sign language but still struggle with their hearing loss.

Often this group goes unnoticed because they seem to function in a hearing society very well.  They may ask you to repeat things or they miss comments from the back of the classroom but for the most part they are successful communicators.  The problem is that often a person who is hard of hearing doesn’t realize what he/she is missing, and because they seem to understand neither do  support service providers.  Another problem is that historically there have not been a lot of services available which would benefit an individual who is hard of hearing.  However, with improved technology and increased awareness this is changing.

ADRS and JSU in recognizing the need to provide training to those working with hard of hearing individuals hosted a 3 day symposium.  Rebecca Morris, President of Effective Communication Solutions, Inc., and Sharaine Rawlinson, with Sprint, were the two main presenters.  Ms. Morris held a “Tupperware Party” of gadgets for hard of hearing individuals.  She explained what technology is available and what is most cost effective.  In addition she discussed the various types of assistive listening devices (ALDs) and in what situations each one might be most beneficial.  Ms. Rawlinson spoke to the psycho-social aspects of hearing loss. She lost her hearing as a teenager and received a cochlear implant as an adult, and  is uniquely capable of discussing the Deaf community, the hearing community, and the cochlear implant community.

The symposium was a great success.  Participants left with new information about technology and an awareness of hard of hearing issues.  Possible topics for next year are already being discussed, such as legal issues effecting the hard of hearing  population.  Make plans to join us in Alabama in February 2004.  To see pictures from this year’s symposium visit our web site at: http://www.jsu.edu/depart/dss/calendar/Archives/techsympo/index.html

Virginia System Receives Grant
RICHMOND — The Virginia Community College System (VCCS) has received a three-year $658,365 federal grant to improve access and retention for individuals who are deaf or hard of

hearing in postsecondary education.

Project HEAR (Higher Education Access and Retention) is a collaborative initiative between VCCS and Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation Center (WWRC). Project HEAR will facilitate improved access, retention, and successful college completion for the targeted disability population, using distance technologies to deliver both synchronous (direct, live, interactive and “real-time” access) and asynchronous (web-based) community college coursework as well as to deliver remote interpreting services, as needed, across campuses. Effective January 1, 2003, WWRC will also have the capacity to provide remote tutoring, study skills groups, and other identified disability-related sessions, based on semester enrollment and the rehab/learning needs of those enrolled. It is anticipated that most enrolled students in Project HEAR will remain in their home communities to receive services, but WWRC is available as a residential option if multiple services with targeted on-site case management support for this targeted disability population is needed.

The grant comes from the U.S. Department of Education’s Fund for the Improvement in Postsecondary Education (FIPSE).

Heads up for the latest releases from Arkansas!

We are proud to announce the recent release of the latest CD in our series, A Closer Look: Signs for Idioms.  Packed full of commonly-used idioms, this CD demonstrates a total of 296 different signs.  Also available from the first release in the series, Signs for American National Government. To receive your copies of these important CDs, contact the PEPNet Resource Center at 

<http://www.pepnet.org>.

This year is shaping up to be a busy one for SOTAC personnel as filming has already been completed for the third in this series, A Closer Look:  Signs for English Composition, and we are currently editing that footage, research for the fourth CD, A Closer Look:  Signs for Sports, is being wrapped up, and plans are getting underway for both the fifth and sixth CDs.

Another PEC favorite has been re-released on CD.  As a collaborative effort between UALR’s Project PACE and the Arkansas SOTAC, Make A Difference: Tips for Teaching Students who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing is now available on CD.  Included on the CD will be the full video plus the accompanying handbook in both PDF and text formats.  This CD will be available through the PEPNet Resource Center.  Later this year, Project PACE will be releasing this product along with the other two in the series - Make A Difference: Tips for Teaching Students who are Blind or Have Low Vision and Make A Difference: Tips for Teaching Students who have Learning Disabilities - all in a multimedia CD package which includes the handbooks and training materials for faculty to learn more about working with students with disabilities.

We’ve done some traveling!  The SOTAC was very involved in the ARK-AHEAD Spring 2003 Conference “Building Partnerships, Building Connections,” which was held at beautiful DeGray Lake Resort State Park in the spring.  The following week, we traveled to Seattle for the Western Symposium on Rehabilitation and Deafness where we presented A Closer Look:  Creating Interactive CD-ROMs for Sign Language Vocabulary Development.  Participants were provided the Creating Interactive CD-ROMs Instructional Manual we’ve written as well as the A Closer Look: Signs for Idioms CDs. 

North Carolina SOTAC News

The NC-SOTAC down linked the teleconference, Virtual Learning and Online Services for Postsecondary Students Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing, in the spring at the Central Piedmont Community College. This informative teleconference addressed the best practices and on-line educational materials designed to enhance the quality of services and educational experiences to students who are deaf or hard of hearing. Also featured were available online programs. Other topics pertained to how the internet is changing higher education and future trends in virtual learning.  Lenoir Rhyne College in Hickory, N.C. was the location of another NCSOTAC sponsored downlink site for the above teleconference.

NCAHEAD held a spring seminar at Meredith College in Raleigh, NC. The topic of the seminar was “Understanding the Difference between IDEA/504 and ADA/504. Doreen Byrd, parent educator with the Exceptional Children’s Assistance Center talked about “504/Elementary and Secondary Schools” followed by Freda Lee with the Exceptional Children’s Transition Services under the Department of Public Instruction, who addressed “Transition Issues”. The final afternoon session was presented by Skip Capone, University Counsel with the University of NC at Greensboro (UNCG) and Jen Palancia, Assistant University attorney at UNCG, on the topic of “ADA/504 in Higher Education”. It was attended by 73 disability service providers from within the state. The fall NCAHEAD conference will be held at Wake Forest University, Winston Salem during October 16 & 17, 2003.

During the spring, the Foothills RID (Morganton area), offered a statewide educational and vocabulary workshop at Lenoir-Rhyne College in Hickory. The NC-SOTAC was able to assist with the workshop presenters who were, Chad Shrum with the Sign Language Associates (Silver Spring, MD) for the past 11 years and Sharon Hurley, a Staff Development Specialist at the North Carolina School for the Deaf in Morganton where she coordinates the ASL and SCPI programs at the school. The sessions consisted of: interpreting technical vocabulary and computer terminology and conceptually accurate interpreting and transliterating. 

Florida Deaf and Hard of Hearing Role Models Project Continues 

More stories of successful adults who are deaf or hard of hearing have been added to the PEC-FLA SOTAC website.  These stories feature deaf and hard of hearing adults describing their educational and work experiences.  (photos included!)  Each story is an inspiration.  Share them with your students!  To view these stories, visit the PEC-FLA website at www.pecfla.org and click on “Role Models”.

Rebecca Herman of the PEC-FLA SOTAC and Gary Abernethy, Instructional Technology Specialist of St. Petersburg College, presented at the  Southeast Regional Institute on Deafness conference on The Collaboration of Deafness Specialists and Instructional Technologists in Postsecondary Settings. This presentation summarized a state-wide collaborative project conducted last year with St Petersburg College, Miami-Dade Community College, and the University of Central Florida and a model of accessible on-line education technology using Web CT which developed as a result of the collaborative was demonstrated. For more information on this presentation, go to: http://sunsite.utk.edu/cod/pec/technology.html
The PEC-FLA SOTAC was represented at the Florida Educators of the Hearing Impaired- Teachers of students who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing (FEHI) Conference in Altamonte Springs, Florida.  A workshop was given on the resources provided to teachers by the PEC-FLA Outreach Center. The conference was a huge success, drawing a record number of attendees.  The keynote speaker was David R. Schleper, Literacy Coordinator at the Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center. Mr. Schleper has developed several programs that teach hearing families how t o read with their deaf children. The Teacher of the Year award was presented to - Christine Monroe of Osceola County.  For more information on FEHI, visit their website at: http://www.fsdb.k12.fl.us/rmc/fehi/index.html or contact FEHI’s President, Chachie Joseph at Chachiejos@aol.com
Earlier this year, the PEC-FLA SOTAC sponsored the downlink of the PEPNET teleconference on Virtual Learning and On-Line Services for Postsecondary Students Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing at St Petersburg College’s Allstate Center.  Seventy-three people were in attendance!  The University of South Florida in Tampa also downlinked this teleconference.

The PEC-FLA SOTAC provided an exhibit table at the Transition: The IDEA Way 2003 Conference. The conference was sponsored by The Transition Center at the University of Florida (transitioncenter@coe.ufl.edu) , in cooperation with the Florida Department of Education, and the Bureau of Instructional Support and Community Services (BISCS).  The PEC-FLA SOTAC also provided a sponsorship contribution and an exhibit table at the 2003 VISIONS Conference “Spotlight on the Future” jointly hosted by the Florida Federation Division On Career Development And Transition or FFDCDT-(http://pegasus.cc.ucf.edu/~dcdtfl/mainframe.htm ) and the Florida Special Needs Association or FSNA. Both conferences were held back-to-back at the Sheraton World Orlando Resort.  During the Visions 2003 10th Annual Special Needs Awards Luncheon more than 20 well-derserving professionals and students were introduced as recipients of various types of awards, honors and scholarships.  

C-Print Training-  The PEC-FLA SOTAC sponsored a C-Print training for postsecondary institutions in the spring of 2003. Two schools sent trainees:  St. Petersburg College and Valencia Community College.

For more information about the Postsecondary Education Consortium Outreach Center in Florida, visit the PEC–FLA SOTAC website at: www.pecfla.org.

For information about outreach activities or resources, contact Rebecca Herman, Florida’s PEC-FLA SOTAC Outreach Coordinator- HermanR@spcollege.edu
Mississippi SOTAC in the News
Mississippi’s first Falling Between the Cracks workshop was a great success.  The community throughout the State enthusiastically took part in providing a true working workshop and produced many ideas to meet the needs of individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing that are not able to attend College or other Institutions of Higher Learning.  This workshop was a collaborative effort between the Alabama SOTAC and the Mississippi SOTAC.  Cindy Camp, Disability Specialist in Deafness and Outreach Specialist for the AL SOTAC, moderated the workshop.  Twenty-six participants representing Secondary Residential and Mainstream Schools, Colleges/Universities, and Community Agencies serving individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing came together to network and brainstorm on issues facing deaf/hard of hearing individuals who do seem to ‘fall between the cracks.’  It was a thrill to see the organizations represented sit across the table from one another, some for the first time, and share their stories and the issues they face daily serving individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.  Their enthusiasm grew as they realized the many commonalities of their goals and tribulations.  As a whole they decided to develop a list of the resources available to individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing throughout the State.  They realized this would be an important step in what would be only the beginning of resolving the issues brought up during this first workshop.  Plans are underway for a second workshop.

The Quota Club of Jackson, Mississippi presented a Fellowship Award to Contessa Brown, a deaf student attending Hinds Community College.  This Fellowship is provided to College students in financial need that demonstrate high academic achievement and community involvement.  The Fellowship Award is provided through the local Quota Chapter in the form of a check for $500 as well as the International Quota Organization in a check for an additional $500.  The award is given to offset college expenses that may prevent individuals from achieving their educational goals.  A collaborative relationship has been developed between the Quota Club of Jackson and Ms. Carol Kelley, Coordinator of Disability Support Services and Coordinator of the PEC MS SOTAC.  Ms. Kelley is a former member of the Quota Club.

The MS SOTAC also collaborated with the SUCCESS Project located at Pearl River Community College to provide a statewide training workshop entitled “Higher Education and Disability: An Effective Compliance Program for Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and Other Legal Mandates”.  This training was conducted by Salome Heyward, OCR attorney and author of Disability And Higher Education: Complaint Proofing Your Disability Service Program.

The MS SOTAC is busy planning many other training opportunitiesfor the coming months.

News from the Louisiana SOTAC

The Louisiana  SOTAC is currently working with a variety of agencies and organizations in providing outreach and technical assistance within our state.  Some of the new and on-going projects include:

•  DESK (Developing English Strategies and Knowledge) III is currently in the editing and publication phase and will shortly be available online along with DESK I and DESK II.

•  Continued beta testing of voice recognition incorporation with C-Print™.

•  Collaboration on a database project tracking deaf and hard of hearing students in conjunction Louisiana State Department of Education Division of Special Populations.

•  Provided general C-Print training session for 12 individuals from Louisiana postsecondary institutions.

•  Provided technical assistance, two day on-site review and evaluation summary to Delgado Community College in New Orleans, Louisiana.

Georgia’s SOTAC Makes New Friends  But Keeps the “Old”

Georgia Perimeter College (GPC) welcomed a new leader to its family in this year. Bonnie Martin took the helm in February as the new director of the Center for Disability Services (CDS). Bonnie came to GPC from South Carolina where she was the Director of Disability Services at Clemson University. Bonnie’s enthusiasm and innovative spirit are contagious, and we are looking forward to working with her. After many months as the Interim Director of CDS, Lisa Fowler is now finally able to devote 100% of her time to her duties as the Dean of Student Services.  Lisa’s office will remain in the same building with CDS for the time being, so there is no reason to say goodbye!

In the spring of 2002 Georgia’s SOTAC celebrated with our friends at the Georgia School for the Deaf (GSD). We were excited about the many achievements of the students on the High School Graduation Test as well as on other standardized tests. This year, ongoing outreach to GSD’s teachers and students has been exciting and rewarding.  Teachers and Georgia’s SOTAC hope that teacher training in teaching English will continue after administrative and bureaucratic changes at GSD are completed. SOTAC meetings with the Curriculum Specialist for State Schools will outline future collaborations with our friends and colleagues at GSD.

Old friends and new faces enjoyed a recent  HOT TOPICS session with Gary Sanderson. Disability Service Providers enjoyed a lively discussion about providing interpreting services.  Gary was terrific as always! We had great fun.  Thank you Gary. Thank you WROCC (Western Regional Outreach Center and Consortia)!

A renewed focus on Georgia’s technical colleges has resulted in many new friendships with Disability Service Coordinators.  Georgia’s SOTAC met with coordinators at their Special Populations Peer Group Meeting in the spring. Utilizing Georgia’s GSAMS, distance learning technology was used to meet with the Department of Technical Adult Education at seven different sites throughout Georgia. 

Technology is indeed leading the way to new friends and collaborations.  Requests for additional downlinks of the Midwest Center for Postseoncary Outreach’s (MCPO’s) teleconferences have increased as old friends are spreading the word about using Georgia’s SOTAC as a resource. Four additional downlinks were sponsored by the SOTAC at postsecondary and K-12 sites. “Virtual Learning and On-Line Services for Postsecondary Students Who Are Deaf and Hard of Hearing” was a very successful teleconference in Georgia. Every MCPO teleconference increases our opportunities to let institutions know about their SOTAC as we assist them in receiving valuable training. 

The Georgia Association of Disability Service Providers in Higher Education (GADSPHE) provided another opportunity for training at their Southwest Regional Meeting in November.  Georgia’s SOTAC met many new Disability Service Providers as well as faculty at the Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton where the meeting took place. Plans are under way to meet with other regions of GADSPHE, and the SOTAC will exhibit at GADSPHE’s Spring Conference on Jeykll Island in March. Jeykll Island sounds like a great place to meet new friends doesn’t it!   We’re looking forward to this opportunity to network with Georgia’s Disability Service Providers. 

The Center for Disability Services and the SOTAC have enjoyed a long friendship with the Georgia Department of Labor, Vocational Rehabilitation Services.  The yearly collaboration to provide statewide training to vocational rehabilitation counselors for the Deaf was extremely successful in December 2002.  An important session of the three- day training opportunity was a workshop given by Becky Morris, President of Effective Communication Solutions, Inc. Becky’s workshop on Assistive Listening Devices was excellent, and it brought many new counselors to the training.  Counselors also attended a presentation about how to use the SOTAC as a resource.  This training articulated statewide needs that could be addressed through collaborations between VR and the SOTAC.  This year, Georgia’s SOTAC Specialist, has been working with VR Counselors to develop a pamphlet for audiologists on Assistive Listening Devices. Brian Flemming, a relatively new VR Counselor for the Deaf in Georgia, is working with the SOTAC Specialist to bring A Falling Through the Cracks workshop to Georgia in the Fall.  

Our dear friend Cindy Camp, Alabama SOTAC Specialist, will be the facilitator at the Falling Through the Cracks workshop. Cindy was also the C-Print trainer at the first C-Print training in Georgia which was completed in December 2002.  The word is spreading about C-Print, and a number of inquiries about captioning in the classroom may result in additional training in Georgia in the fall of 2003. 

Georgia’s SOTAC is excited about its new friends and opportunities.  Bonnie Martin is sure to inspire new projects and activities for the SOTAC and for GPC’s Center for Disability Services.  We’re looking forward to working with new colleagues as we appreciate ongoing opportunities with our “old” friends. Welcome Bonnie! Thank you Lisa!

PEC Texas SOTAC has been busy!

The PEC Texas Statewide Outreach and Technical Assistance Center has been quite busy these past few months. Beth Case joins the PEC SOTAC as the new Outreach Specialist, replacing Theresa Johnson.  Theresa has accepted a new challenge in Alabama, working with the Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind.    

Beth has an extensive background in the field of deafness.  She has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from the University of Kentucky, a Master of Arts degree in clinical Psychology from DePaul University, and has completed the Basic Interpreter Training Program (BITP) at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.  Additionally, she is trained as a C-Print captionist and is certified through National Association of the Deaf (NAD) as a Level III interpreter.

In addition to her academic expertise, Beth also has a wealth of experience in the field of postsecondary education disability services.  Beth has worked as Assistant to the Coordinator of Disability Support Services at Lexington Community College in Kentucky.  She also worked at California State University, Fresno as Disability Management Specialist.  

During the next few weeks, Beth will be working to update the PEC Texas website.  Look for updates and new information at <http://nhcweb.nhmccd.edu/pec/>.  Beth can be contacted at beth.case@nhmccd.edu or by telephone at (281)618-5471 voice or tty.

During the past few months, The PEC Texas SOTAC coordinated conferences and conducted numerous workshops.  The SOTAC collaborated with Texas Education Agency and the Texas Association of Parents and Educators to coordinate the Statewide Conference on Education of the Deaf.  Additionally, the SOTAC collaborated with Gallaudet University to coordinate the National Educational Interpreters Conference.   Last spring, the SOTAC collaborate d with professionals in the state of New Mexico to present a workshop on mental health.  The SOTAC collaborated with professionals in Kentucky as well as PEC SOTAC staff in Oklahoma to plan the 2003 Southeast Regional Institute for the Deaf conference. 

At the annual conference of the Association on Higher Education and Disabilities in Texas, workshops were presented focusing on “Gates To Adventure and Other Resources” and “Assistive Technology”.  The SOTAC also had an exhibit table at the AHEAD in Texas conference which was quite popular and which disseminated a wealth of information related to promoting postsecondary education opportunities for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.  

The SOTAC Advisory Committee has also been very busy this fall.  During a retreat, the Advisory Committee developed a Strategic Plan for the SOTAC, outlining goals and objectives for the next two years.  Texas is quite fortunate to have a strong Advisory Committee that is committed to the mission of PEC.  The Advisory Committee members have committed to conducting training workshops and disseminating information on behalf of the SOTAC, helping to enhance postsecondary education opportunities for individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Postsecondary Education Consortium

State Outreach and Technical Assistance Centers
State Outreach and Technical Assistance Centers are located in each state in the southern region to provide outreach, assistance and technical support to other postsecondary institutions or entities offering support services to students who are deaf or hard of hearing. For more information, contact the Outreach Specialist or Coordinator at the center serving your state.

Alabama

Jacksonville State University

700 Pelham Road

Jacksonville, AL 36265-1602

Dan Miller, Coordinator


dmiller@jsucc.jsu.edu

Cindy Camp, Outreach Specialist


ccamp@jsucc.jsu.edu

256-782-5095 v


256-782-7575 t


256-782-5025 fax

Arkansas

University of Arkansas at Little Rock

2801 S. University

Little Rock, AR 72204-1099

Sharon Downs, Coordinator


sadowns@ualr.edu

Heidi Lefebure, Outreach Specialist


halefebure@ualr.edu

501-569-3143 v/t


501-569-8068 fax

Florida

St. Petersburg College

2465 Drew St., SS-101

Clearwater, Florida 33765

Rebecca Herman, Coordinator 

HermanR@spcollege.edu 
540-961-6262  v/t 

540-961-1288 fax

Georgia

Georgia Perimeter College

555 North Indian Creek Drive
Clarkston, GA 30021

Bonnie Martin, Coordinator


bmartin@gpc.edu

Katherine Bruni, Outreach Specialist


KJBRUNI@aol.com

404-299-4038 v/t


404-298-3830 fax

Kentucky

Eastern Kentucky University

245 Wallace Building

521 Lancaster Avenue 

Richmond, KY 40475-3102

Tricia Davis, Coordinator 


Tricia.Davis@eku.edu

859-622-8156 v

859-622-2573 fax

Louisiana 

Louisiana State University 

112 Johnston Hall

Baton Rouge, LA  70803

Jennie Bourgeois, Coordinator


jsbourg@lsu.edu

225-578-4913 v



225-578-2600 t

225- 578-4560  fax

Mississippi

Hinds Community College

PMB 11282—PO Box 1100

Raymond, MS 39154-1100

Carol Kelley, Coordinator


CKelley@hindscc.edu

Jamy Dickson, Outreach Specialist


JEDickson@hindscc.edu

601-857-3310 v/t



601-857-3482 fax

North Carolina

Central Piedmont Community College

P.O. Box 35009

Charlotte, NC 28235-5009

Peggy Brooks, Coordinator


peggy_brooks@cpcc.edu

704-330- 6621 v/t
   


704-330-6230 fax

Oklahoma

Tulsa Community College

3727 E. Apache

Tulsa, OK  74115-3151

Don Hastings, Coordinator


dhasting@tulsacc.edu

918-595-7450 v/t


918-595-7401 fax

South Carolina

Greenville Technical College

PO Box 5616 Station B

Greenville, SC 29606-5616

Sharon Bellwood, Coordinator


bellwseb@gvltec.edu

Janna Clements, Outreach Specialist


clemejcc@gvltec.edu

864-250-8408 v

864-250-8353 t

864-250-8759 fax

Tennessee

University of Tennessee 

191 Hoskins Library

Suite 58

Knoxville, TN 37996-4007

Tina Ogle-Carlton, Coordinator


toglecar@utk.edu

865-974-7996 v/t

865-974-9552 fax

Texas

North Harris Community College

2700 W. W. Thorne

Houston, TX  77073-3499

Sandi Patton, Coordinator


sandi.patton@nhmccd.edu

Beth Case, Outreach Specialist


beth.case@nhmccd.edu

281-618-5471 v



281-618-5565 t

281-618-7107 fax

Virginia

New River Community College

P.O. Box 1127

Dublin, VA 24084

Lucy Howlett, Coordinator


NRHOWLL@nr.edu

Joyce Perkins, Outreach Specialist


nrperkj@nr.edu

540-674-3619 v/t



540-674-3644 fax

West Virginia/

PEC Central Office  

The University of Tennessee

A 507 Claxton Complex

Knoxville, TN  37996-3454

Marcia Kolvitz, Associate Director

Kay Jursik, Special Projects Coordinator

pec@utk.edu

865-974-0607 v/t


865-974-3522 fax

