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Forest Inventory and analysis (FIA) is a continuing endeavor mandated by Congress in the

Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974 and the McSweeney-

Alabam a McNary Forest Research Act of 1928, Its objective is to periodically determine the extent,
condition, and volume of timber, growth, and depletions of the Nation's forest land.
USDA Forest Service regional experiment stations are responsible for conducting these
inventories and publishing summary reports for individual States. There are 7,160 FIA
plots in the Southern Applachian Assessment Area.
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